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FAMILIAR EPISTLE 


SHEVVING HIS MATESTIES 
MOST LAWEFVLL, HONOVRA- 


BLE AND IVST TITLE TO ALL 
HIS KINGDOMES. 


_ With an Epitaph or briete lamentation 
for the late Maieſtie Royall of mo#t 


famous,godly,and honourable memory : 


With a reioycing after our for 
the ſame, 


And laftly a prayer for his IM 29 "0h 


moſt happy ſucceſſion, and forthe Queene 
and their children, 
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Jie Robert Fletcher. 
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TO THE RIGHT WOR-. 
SHIPFULL HIS EVER 
eood friend eM armaduke Darell 


Eſquier, Clarke Comptrouler of the late 
Queenes Mateſlies houſhold, and viciuler 
of her Nauie Royall, 


| . EC. : 
Robert Fletcher, Yeoman Purnezor 
of Cariazes for remooues of our ſayde late Soue- 


raigne Lady the Queene,wiſheth along lite | 


with continuance of thoſe vertues 
which God hath enducd 
bim vuith, 


mand 29 1R although my ſences were ſoaked and ener 

| 4 S (2 5 drowned with clan for the death of our late \ 
| | $ dread Soueraizne , under whoſe T able I hane 
had ( for the moſt par tmy nouriſhment almoſt 

fortie yeares of ny life paſt: and in my trauels, 
kearing ſome to diſpnte of his £Maieſites init 
and moſt lawfull Title : others to mourne 
with we, others 10 reioyce with "6h Ballads,&s. CAnd laſtlie, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
a Souldiers wiſh , Intituled to his Maieſtie, and patronized by all 
the Lords,c5c. 1 could not chooſe but imitate , and therefore haue 
written abriefe Epiſtle to the vulgar touching his Maieſties Title, 
Secondly a meane Epitaph for her late Mateſtie . Thirdly a fewe 
verſes of retoycing after ſorrow : And laſtly, a prayer for the Kinz, 
the Queene,and their children': With a thankeſcining to God for 
ſcndmg their Maicſties to vs,with ſuch hope of happy ſucceſNion: 
all which I beſeech you to patronize with my ſclfe alſo,as your place 
and occaſion may affoorde, and as Iuſtice and equitie accor- 
ding toyour wiſedome ſhall direct you, CA my 
lodzing neere Charing Croſſe,the xxitz. 
of Aprill, 1603, 


q 


Your worſhips to be com. 
manded as aboueſaid ener, 


» | 112 Robert Fletcher. 
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_ A briefe and familtar Epiſtle ſhew- 
ing his Mateſties moſt Lawfull, 


- Honourable, and iuſt Title to all - 
his Kinedomes, &c. 


F any will be ſo deſperate im- 
pud-nt,to aftirme that our Sa- 
cred and moſt excellent Soue- 
raigne now deceaſſed, was not 
to be naturally ſorrowed tor. 
I am perſwaded that euerie 
g00d Chriſtian wil condemne 
th2t perſon: cuen ſo eucry one. 
that nowafter our mouning 
and bootleſſe ſorrow , will not 
confelle , that our moſt exce!- 


lent Soueraigne Lord and King, is not the true lineall, moſt 
honourable heireand Jawtfull ſucceſſor, he hath not reade 
any of our own hiſtories or Chronicles :nor doth he vnder- 
ſtand ought, but may be reckoned among the vulgar to be 
voyde of common ſence, for as the firſt proclamation was 
excellently penned touching his Maiefties moſt lawtul right 
and lineall Gekelion. ſo itis not yet much aboue fifty yeres 
fincea conjun vnioa was ſought to haue knit both the 
Realmes of Enzland and Scotland together, Not withſtan-' 


ding the neere proximitie of bloud between the two yong 
A3 Princes 


Princes of England, Eaward, ot Scothind, Mary; King Henry 


j | theeightandour laſt of that name,ſought it fitlt by allgood 
and honourable meanes after his deceaſc. The like courfe 
' | was holden,as who will readethe Epiſtle exertatory written 


by the Duke of Sommerſet 8& the whole Counſcll of England, 
vnto the nobles & commons then of Scor{azd,may percciue, 
and conceiuewhat bleſſed happines, and happy bleſſednes 
was therein promiſed to both the nations: but it may ſerue, 
and that to all men of any reaſonable forcleeing capacity, 
that the al-ſceing ſpirit of the eternall Maieſty , didſec what 
then was moſt meeteſt to confirme his glory and our com- 
forts: for looke into the propagation of the Goſpel of peace, 


 &you ſhall perceiue,that the almighty had his ocult 1udge- 


ment in the ſcuerall raignes of King Henties childien, viz, 
King Edward to beginne to build the Temple of the Lord, 
ſo much as fixe yeares'& od monthes could giue him leaue, 
2moneſt many rebellions and perturbacions, moned by his 
people both abroade inthe Realme, and among his very 
domeſticallsat home; Queene Mazy to pullall downeagaine 
and toplant Popery,hauing to aide her therein,the helpe of 
Spazne , &c.. this was no doubt for the triall of Gods chil- 
dren in E»g/and,and confirmation of the faithful], v.ycares, 
oddemonethes was her Raigne,little to her owne comfort, 
and lefle to her ſubieds. 
Then came the mirror of the world;our late dread ſoue- 
raigne Elizabeth,the paterne and patronifſe of many;yea al- 
molt of all the religious & godly Princes of Chriſtendome; 
and ſhe planted religion,ſuppreſſed,though not cleane ſup». 
planted ſuperſtition and idolatry, & raigned full xliiii.yeares 
od monethes:and howſocuer her Maicſty might ſeeme to 
conleale from vs her heire, apparant., by her graue, wiſe, 
& honourable foreſeeing Counſlell, yet you may ſee that her 
molt prudent Counſell ſuruiuing her moſt gratious Maicl- 
ty did prelently proclaime this royall Gentlemanto be our 


King and bleſſed ſubſtitute ſent of God, | 
3 Who 


Who being the graund ſonne of the eldeſt daughters ſon 
of King Henry the vii.and Queene Elizabeth his wite.as thef 
the very heire tothe imperiall Crowne of this land, he is al- 
ſo the intire and molt deare fonne of the ſame eldeſt ſiſters 
daughters ſonne, a molt Godly,goodly , and noble young 
gentleman,borne heare in Ez2eland amongſt vs, whoſe very - 
princely preſence, my ſelfe hauc feene and ſpoken with , at 
Saint James houſe neere Charing Croſſe: ſo that he is our 
lawfull,and true vndoubted King of Scotland by mother and 
father : of England by father and mother :of whoſe Maieſty, 
Magnanimity,Princely power,moſt excellent goucrnment 
we arcaſlured, by a booke written by himſelfe to the Prince 
his ſonne and heire apparant : & according tothe Counſcll 
containedin the ſaide booke,& directed tothemolt mizhty - 
and excellent young Prince now in Exropeliuing , both for 
parents and for patrimonie. I doe moſt humbly beſeech al- 
mighty God, that all the ſubies in thefe his Maicſtics do- 
minions may mediate,imitate, and teach it to poſterity. 

For thereby ſuch gouernement muſt needes enſue, both 
penerally abroade in the common wealth , & domeſtica} at 
home in cuery mans perticuler , thatyertue will be aduan- 
ced, vicevtterly ſuppreſſed,the almighty ferued,our King 0- 
beied,the honorable honouted,the Cleargyreuerenced,the 
poore relecued, and euery depreeſo fetled :, the King reioy- 

cing in his ſubieQs, the ſubieQs glorying in their 

King, which the King of cternall glory 
grant ysall to bepertakers of. BE 
ACMHEN. 
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An Epitaph or-briefe Lamentation 
for the late «'M ateſtie Royall of 


moſt famous,godly,and honorable 
. memorie,our grationus Queens =» 
Elizabeth, 


_- 
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PeEvaile our greateſt and moſt greeuous loſe, 
all mortall wights that on the carth do ttead: 
Your honour.glory,beatity, turnde to drofſe, 
your wealth,your peace, your plentic, Japt in Lead. 
Lieth-mortifide,and in her Pallace plac'd, 
Whom eaiſt,late earſt,all earthly Princes gracd. 


Gone is ſhe now, that was a Flower in youth, 
a uno, Pallas, Venw,in her age : 


A tuture hope, for to maintainethe trueth, 


oh want of breath hath turn'd her from the Stage 
And Kingly throne, wherein on earth was plac'd. 
Her Maieſtic,whomall the worldlate gracd. 


Bewaile her death yee Muſcs,and all men, 
 CApollo weepe, Minerua likewiſe mourne, 
All Poets now,bring each a goldenPen, + 
and beautific her hearce,cach in his turne. 
Let it be knowne tall Princes fartheſt plac'd, 


That our Ekza was before them gracd, - 
B | And 


' 
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An4 I poore foule,that mournewith all my bart, 
| For my good Queene,and Soueraigne miſtreſle deare : 
Will ſet my Pen and ſtudy now apart, 
ittothe world for cuer ſhall appeare. 
That while the Lord on earth doth [ct meliue, . 
E for the dead noline or word will giue. 


But this laſt ſeruice to my peereleſſe Prince : 
ah wretch,and 15 it eucn the laſt indeed : 
Itis thelaſt, (and doth my Muſe conuince) 

{o hath our God,and Nature both decreed. 
That this ſhou!d be the laſt yeare of her lite : 


Doubttull (to ſome) to haue begun our ſtrife. 


Yet {ec,the Lord did harbour in her breſt, 
which the kept ſecret more then fortie yeare - 
Vho ſhould ſucceed her,and continue reſt, 
ainoneſt her ſubiects whom ſhe held moſt dearc. 
A King by birth,and ncercſt to her blood; 
(Ordaia'd of God) Ezzlandsaye laſting good. 
' O mirror then of Maicſtieand power, 
of wiſdome and of woman-hood the beſt : 
That could conceale ynrill her lateſt hower, 
that we in her ſucceſſion ſhould be bleſt. 
O Iewell rarc,O Tem of greateſt price, 
Thy ſoule (with God)pollcfleth Paradicc. 
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Our late ſorrow,and our pre - 
ſent T3 1 


FE _—_—— Vch mirth from moane,ſuch ioy from care. 
$ Al In Britaine {ojle was never ſeene: 
True Engliſh harts did all prepare, 
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F"Y>,> V/A to mourne the loſſe of their good Queenes 
['%; [77], | But now retoyce with hatts content, 
[= ASSL £3] For this good King which God hath ſent. 


Our earthly Paragon hath paſt : 
her glo:tous dayes,and happy raizgne : 
No ſtate or ſexe can loriger laſt, 
then power devine C1d preordaine. 
The Sunne by courſe,doth ſet at night; 
And inthe morning riſe more bright. 
Our Cynthia inthe euening ſet, 
or after midnight tooke her reſt : 
Dan Phwbus ſtraight did not forget, 
to thinke his manſton muſt be bleſt. 
Witt glorious beames ſent from aboue, 
Deſcending downe withardent loue.. 
View then the workes of power deuine, 
whoſe heſts arc juſt,and neuer faile : 
Maintaining true diſcentand line, 
which none can crofle or counteruaile, 
Then fing, lament, reioyce,complaine, 
Firſt Englands lofle,next England gain. 
Fuſt Eneland hath a Lady loſt, 
a tnirror to the worlds of men: 
Now found a King,and with no coſt, 


Luſt cauſe therefore to ioye againe. | 
B 2 Now 
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Now King, and Queene, with daughter, ſonne: 
Haue England's ioy,and raigne begunne, 
You trembling harts that quakte tor feare , 
with watch and ward to doubt the worſt. 
Now here proclaimed cuery where: 
the ioytull newes of /1es the firſt, 
Vndoubted King, by iuſt diſcent, 
whole right noule can prevent. 
Moſt worthy Prince in Exrope bred, 
is now our ſoueraigne Lordand King: 
Who by Gods wiſedome will be led, 
to worke our weale in euery thing. 
Religions, wilc,of valiant minde, 
Who to ſuch ſubices will bekinde. 
Of Br:taine Ile in briete toſpeake, 
that now one Monarch muſt maintaine: 
Conioyning harts muſt malice breake, | | 
be reconcil'd and friendes againe. 
Let euery former foughten ficld, _ 
Like ſonnes vnto their fathers yeclde. 
exry Like Lancaſter and Yorke in loue, 
uleot muſt E224 now and Scotland ioyne: 
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A _ Such vnity God grant may prooue, 
\ | +þ he no forraine power date theh puloyne 
-1-FuY Once foote of ground from Britaines peace, 
yard the But Britarnes may their ground increaſe, 


th. For this good King then let vs pray, 
that Neſtors yeares mongſt vs he raigne, 
His Queene and Piinces, alſo they, 
in like felicity maintaine, 
O gratious God,detend from thoſe, 
All forratme and domeſticke tots. 
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A Prajer for the King,the Queank 
and their Children, SPY thanks- 


gjuing to God, for ſendinp to vs : 


their Maieſties, with ſuch hope of 
happie ſucceſſion, 
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Erernall God moſt holy and bleſſed fa- 
| ther in [eſus Chriſt, which haſt created all 
{ things , who wilt alſo be the Tudge of all 
men;wethy moſt and vnwotthy creatures 
LN \ (in the due regard of ourfinnes) do moſt 
| 2 humbly b: -ſecch theeto be merciful vnto 
our molt dread Souecraigne Lord James 
the firſt: Thy moſt honourable ſeruant our King and go. 
ucrns6r, that as thou didſt firſt in great mercie ſend vnto 
this realme a Deborah to defend vs from: Siſſera: a moſt blel- 
ſed woman to redeeme vs from Room and Romilh rcligi- 
_ on, and the tyranny thereot formerly inflictzd vpon this 
* Church of England, and the true profcflors of thy molt 
glorious Goſpell : and more , hauing Sandtified her ſoule, 
and made it meete for thy moſt glorious and bleſſed pre- 
ſence, we doe laude and magnifie thy holy name therefore, 
humbly beleeching the lame,to inſpire the hart of our King 
tolooke into the ruines of the Church and common-weale 
of England that as her late Maieſtic like Da»id had concei- 


uedto build the Temple, &c. So his Maieſty like Sa/omon, 
B3 | -may 
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may fully finiſh and cffc& the ſame , that the Queene may 
be like Berſheba to gine counſel], like Heſter to prelerue, like 
Iudethto confound Holophernns, &c . And that thcir feede 
and profpcrity may be as 7gſtah, Hezechia , and all other 
good and Godly Kings in the Iſrael of God. 

And hcreto O. Lorde we doe giue thy deuine Maicſty 
moſt humble and harty thankes , in that it hath pleaſed thee 
iQ ſend vs a Prince of pur Engliſh Trjbe extracted from the 
loines of our moſt famous Kings and Queenes, not deut- 
ded from vs by ſeas, not alienated from vs by nature, nor 
much by the very E0/071 of our vulgar ipeach, but princt- 
pally and before all things, O gratious God - not differing 
from vs in religion and the tructh of thy bleſſed word , vn- 
lefle it be in greater meaſure of zeale , ro.his much greater 
glory and our 1uſt condemnation - theſe great mercies O 
 Lord,wedoe confeſſe to haue recei ed of thy mercic,grace, 
..compaſlion, loue, and prouidence : without any merits,or 
deſert of ours. Nay we doe much rather O Lord confelle 
to thy farther glory & to qur owne ſhame : that in regard of 
our wiltulnes in ſinning azainſt thee after xliti1,yeres taught 
in thee and in the Schoole of thy deuine will and comman- 
dements, for our wants in-well doing : repentance , contri- 
ſton, contelſton , anda generall reformation of our ſelues, 
to haue beene giuen ouer of thee and expoſed toallthe dan- 
gers and miſeries of this mortall life : which hauing pre- 

uented O Lord, we doe further praiſethee,& pray 

| thee,in the name and mediation of our Lord 
and Sauiour Teſus Chriſt, as he in 
mercie hath taught vs ſayings 
Onr father, c. 
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